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Well, we've almost 


reached the big moment. The 
time we’ve all been anticipating 
or dreading, depending on what 
you think of emergency food 
supplies, generators, and 
dressing in loin cloths after the 
fall of Western civilization as we 
know it. Of course, not too many 
of us will be running around in 
loin cloths in January anyway, 
but you know what | mean. 
There’s already been too 
much hype about the year 2000 
(although not as much as for the 
release of Windows 95) so I’m 
not about to dwell on computer 
problems and redneck 
revolutions. Life will go on at 
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of bathtubs and parties 
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by james brink 
Redeemer, even in the year of the 
double, no wait, triple zero. We 
will still have to sweat over papers 
and professors will still dress 
funny (but no loincloths | hope). 
The women will continue to 
pursue their M.Rs. degree, and 
guys will happily oblige them — or 
be as slippery as a soapy bathtub 
bottom if they have a problem 
with the “C” word. The student 
body won't fail to complain about 
every topic imaginable, from the 
font used in the Time Out 
announcements to the failure of 
democracy in Canada. 


continued on page 3 
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THE CAUCASIAN 
CHALK CIRCLE 


BY BERTOLT BRECHT 


bell 
MEN’S AND 
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journey had just begun. 
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by karen vyn 


While roaming through the halls of Redeemer on the weekend 
of November 26 and 27, you couldn't help but feel as though you had 
just stepped into a jungle world. With animal tracks on the floor and 
wild animals and vines on the windows, Redeemer was temporarily 
transformed for the New Horizons Adventure. About 200 prospective 
college students from all over North America came to Redeemer 
College for a weekend of excitement and adventure. A jungle safari 
adventure! A lot of hard work was put into this event, which was 
aimed at recruiting new Redeemer students, in order to make it as 
pleasurable and informative as possible. 

The young recruits were given a tour of the campus as well as 
a chance to meet new people within small groups where they did 
devotions, played fun group games, and sampled the delicious 
campus food. Friday night was highlighted by Redeemer’s main 
stage presentation, “The Caucasian Chalk Circle”, followed by more 
of Redeemer’s own talent featured during “Coffeehouse”. At the end 
of the long day, the New Horizons adventurers “crashed” in the 
dorms and experienced a taste of dorm life. (Some dorms may have 
actually provided the most jungle-like experience of the whole 


Saturday was filled with more small group activities, an 
academic fair, a student panel, and several workshops to supply the 
potential students with information about Redeemer’s opportunities. 
Finally, with questions answered dnd new friéndships formed, the | 
adventure came to an end. But for the future “Redeemerite”, the 

continued on page 3 
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IMAGES 


by brett dewing 

Christianity has been given 
a bad rap. Let’s face it, our 
image in the greater world is not 
sterling. The major obstacle 
standing in the church’s way 
today is the manner in which the 
secular community views it. 

One of the major con- 
tributors to this is something 
destined to achieve to opposite 
effect. It is seen as we flip past 
‘that Christian station’ on TV. 
The image. Just that-the image 
that some put up for the world. 
The hair. The suit. The music. 
The attitude. The Southern 
Drawl. Flipping through the 
annals of mass communication, 
one would think that every tele- 


“ evangelist attended some ob- 


scure school somewhere were 
that they all learned to pick out 
sweater vests and mold their hair 
into a shining helmet. 

ls this the image of 
Christianity that we want the 
world to see? Is this the image of 
Christianity at all? Can there be 
an imagé of Christianity? 

lt is especially odd and 
dangerous to allow a pastor to be 
defined by his image. How many 
people turn to a Jimmy Swaggart 
and say, ‘Wow! If that’s a 
Christian, | want to be one!’é 
Who really falls for that stereo- 
type, let alone embraces it¢ 

Another place that this 
sort of image-driven faith identity 
can be seen is right here on 
campus, every third Sunday of 
the month. Now, you can’t really 
argue with results; Church in the 
Box certainly has smashing 
results - but so did Jimmy 
Swaggart. What I'd like to say 
is that compulsive image- 
consciousness is evident in 
this proud Redeemer corner- 


stone. You don’t see Jimmy 
Swaggart walking around 
campus. The image is 


completely different, but com- 
pliance is encouraged none- 
theless. This image is the 
cool, young youth pastor out 
of seminary who dresses like 
a Redeemer student, talks our 
slang, .and refers to pop 
culture in his opening mono- 
logue. Yes, indeed, this can 


‘turn, into pseudomonolgues. 
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Sometimes | longfor a pen 
and some freedom. (| need a 
Turkish bath towel and a large 
sign that says DON'T PANIC.) 
Sometimes life is so confusing 


anticipating that last good-bye 
among friends before heading 
home. The life of a university 
student, juggling a social life with 
school work and extracurricular 


.edTtoriais 


when I’m walking down the hall, 
and learn how to encode all my 
feelings into “I’m okay, how are 
youe” | forget how to care when 
I’m so busy worrying about my 


“The life of a university student, juggling a social 


life with school work and extra-curricular activities.” 


(not a terribly original thought) 
that | scarcely dare to breathe. 
We are surrounded by assign- 
ments and commitments and 
relationships, about to be 
slammed with exams, scurrying 
to finish off the semester, and 
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all cartoons in (« © G) this 


al bick 


Pokemon. 

The newest, bestest toy craze. 
They are everywhere: backpacks, 
erasers, towels, university diplo- 
mas. But this isn’t your normal 
toy craze, it’s one better. These 
little critters have got it together. 
They don’t make a movie and 
then market some toys. Or a toy 
and then a hastily contrived movie 
with or without plot, 

They‘ve got all the bases cov- 
ered. Video games, trading cards, 
television, merchandise, and 
movies. 

Big deal, you say? Its been 
done before? 

lt hasn’t. The genius of the 
pokemon is that it is all depen- 
dant on each other. You don’t just 
play with Pikachu, you train him. 
Just like the television. Just like 
the movie. The whole concept is 
driven by your involvement, you 
are a pokemon trainer. You com- 
pete with the world and can be- 
come the best their is. 

Talk about an ego trip. 

You want to be involved be- 


things come to this. 
changed.” 


creation since the fall. 


the sin went unrecorded: . 


volume 17, 


letter to the editors 


“How our dead must shake their heads. 
they are happier to have not had the chance to see 
How much the world has 


There is an old adage that there is nothing new 
under the Sun, and at a spiritual level this is frue. 
Sin is an unchanging force that has covered all of 
Sin does not oscillate over . 
time from peaks of great wickedness to valleys of 
purity, but stays unchanging in the eyes of the Lord. 
The sins of our forefathers are as great as the ones 
we commit in this day and age. We are now more 
aware of the cumulative affects of modern and 
look blissfully back on a golden age when most of 


activities. | don’t know anyone 
that isn’t “busy” as a summary of 
any given area in their life. But 
sometimes | weary of the rat-life 
in this furious, ceaseless race, 
and long for a pen and some 
freedom. | forget how to smile 


cause you can be on par with the 
characters on television. 

But that’s not it. That’s not 
even the best part. The whole 
motto, the driving force behind 
the pokemon world is that you: 
“GOTTA CATCH ‘EM ALL!” 

The whole concept is one inti- 
mate symbiotic relationship. The 
cards fuel the t.v. show that feeds 
off the toys that get you in front 


of the movie and back to the 
cards. You have to buy the cards. 
Your friends all do and if you don’t 
have them you can’t play. 

Unlike the ball and glove, you 
only had to have one kid on the 


Maybe 


own life. | forget how to pay 
attention to the things that matter. 


Sometimes | look up and into 
nothing, and realize that we can 
do little but dent the earth when 
we drop to our knees. C 


Any veatima 


block with a ball. And only half 
of you really had to have gloves. 
But with pokemon, you have to 
catch them all. Or you'll never 
be the best. 

This is the perfect concept if 
you are going to target young 
children. The technology, the me- 
dia, the technology, all wrapped 
up in one solid entertainment 
package. 

And its not even possible to 
catch ‘em all. They are special 
cards out there, one-in-a-millions 
odds of getting just one, let alone 
them all. The video game comes 
in two versions, red and blue. Or 
was it yellow and blue? Purple? 
You have to buy the game twice. 
Its genius, pure genius. 

And what's at the bottom of it 
all? 

The tried and true roman 
gladiator arena. With yellow 
ground-hogs that spit electricity 
and turtles with palm trees on 
their backs. All with a one word 
vocab. But, still a gladiator arena. 
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on pages 3 & 15. . 
the world’s problems, and as a result we will fat 
to suffer through torrents of news that depicts a 
world in turmoil. Our hope comes from the Lord. 


There is a prayer entitled “For the Nation and the - 


us st Amen.” 


At a) ' He 


Christians will never be. able to adequately s aie: Fe 
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World” and an excerpt of this sums up. what we 
should always pray. In doing so we i nero 
hope or perspective. : 
“Accomplish thou that purpose ees whi 
set our hands in thy name; and bring us peace in 
time; O Lord. Rebuild our world in righteousne: 
‘knitting new ties of brotherhoo 1, fulfi ling anci 
of Christ; the righteous ivdae, a we in re other of | 
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I have no exquisite reason fort, but I have 
-Albert, Twelfth Night 


reason good enough. 
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Dear Editors, 


lt has been more than a month since the carbon monoxide issue 
came to a head, and as the dorm affected by the incident (#41), we 
thought we should bring the school community up to date with our 
perspective on the situation. We feel caught in the middle; much has 
been said about us but little by us. We hope this will make an end to 
the issue, as we feel more than ready to move on. 

First of all, we are all doing fine, suffering few (if any) after affects of the 
actual poisoning. We are very grateful that no other dorms had the same 
problems we experienced. We want to thank Mike Dejonge for the article 
he wrote for a past issue of the crown. For the record, we did not approach 
Mike but he came to us in his concern wondering if he could write an 
informative article concerning the entire event. We believe he carried this 


Student Life has been going through many adjustments that have affected 
its various emplyees. Thankfully, communication has been enhanced as 
a result of their abilities. 

We do not hate Student Life. We are not threatening law suits. Instead, 
we are overwhelmingly thankful to God for His intervention and care of our 
safety. We could possibly have died; but we didn’t. As long as all the 
measures suggested for the prevention of a similar situation are taken, we 
are at peace with the issue. Thank you for your concern, 
held in the hollow of His hand, 

the members of dorm 41. 


nature, but God was still there in 
the background, working to 


..cont. from page Tiss 
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out to the best of his abilities. 


Student Life apologized to us for not addressing the issue as seriously 
as they might have, and have sent informative letters to all our parents. We 
(along with other dorms in our row) have a good-quality carbon monoxide 
detector in our dorm, and Al DeRoo has personally come and tested the 


dorm at least once. 


The Maintenance Dep’t was very prompt in their 


response to the situation, and all their concern was genuine. We will be 
fully satisfied with the actions taken as long as all the suggestions made for 
modifications on our furnace will be acted upon. 

We are thankful to our professors and Student Life for being very 
flexible with regards to the school work and assignments. We know that 


....cont. from page | | 


One gets the impression that 
David Letterman guest-profs at 
Calvin. But that’s extreme to get 
a point across. The truth is that 
the quality of talk is often 
measured by the speaker’s 
hipness. How much of a pastor’s 
weight do we put on their image, 
their entertainment quotient? 
When church becomes more 
about entertainment than the 
gospel, the focus has slipped. At 
the last service the Bible was not 
even read once during the entire 
evening. Perhaps “Church -The- 
In -Box” was more profound than 


M 
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we guessed as we chuckled at the 
mistakenly labeled sign on the 
way to class. Is church merely a 
box where those who aren’t quite 
“in” are destined to remain out? 
Are we the body of Christ or a 
clique? Again, it’s an extreme 
view, but the issue deserves 
rumination. Would Jimmy 
Swaggart be welcome at Church 
inthe Box? Would we welcome a 
fifty-year-old CRC pastor with as 
much zeal for God on the inside 
as our speakers have on the 


outside? 
i 


Letter to the Editors: 


(Re: Media Misrepresen- 
tation Vol.17, Issue 3.) 


A response to Joe Haveman 


| do not think many folks 
would disagree with Joe’s basic 
premise: that media should not 
be swallowed whole, that we are 
called to view it critically. In fact, 
we need people—like Joe—to 
stand out and take issue with in- 
justices in our society. 

However, in order to be taken 
seriously, one’s position needs to 
be presented in a logical and lit- 
erate fashion. Without focus and 
organization, an opinion is no 
more than an angry, unsup- 
ported, and empty rant. | realize 
that Joe- vehemently stands 
against “societal norms” and ac- 
cepting authority without ques- 
tion. Unfortunately (or fortunately 
for most), the world in which we 
live demands those structured 
forces (i.e. “norms”)to promote 


cannot accept this basic reality, 


that person will spend most of his » 


time futilely banging on castle 
walls, unheard by those within. 


The reason is simple: Joe’s — 
scattered logic, interspersed with | 
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inane and irrelevent pieces of 
personal trivia, effectively argues 
against inane and irrelevent 
pieces of personal trivia, effec- 
tively argues against itself. The 
potentially effective irony of writ- 
ing against media in a newspa- 
per loses its “salt” when most of 
the page is filled either with tales 
of Joe’s success as a musician 


(without any bearing on his ar- 


gument), self-promotional pic- 
tures, or unstructured tidbits of 
angst that reveal apathy and little 
else. 

In order to affect change, one 
must comprehend the forces 
against which one stands. Joe’s 
piece only shows that he is un- 
willing to make a serious attempt 
at being heard. If he wishes to 


_ vent his frustrations in this man- 
change. If one seeking change 


ner, he might look into starting 


his own publication, rather than 


using our student fees to promote 
his weak agenda. 
Sincerely, 
Brent van Staalduinen 


Yet in spite of my faith in 
Genesis 8:22, | don’t deny that 
the end of a millennium is a 
wonderful opportunity to pause 
and remember. One of the 
distinctives of Old Testament 
Israel was its emphasis on God’s 
redemptive acts in_ history. 
Israel’s consciousness of God's 
faithfulness in the past 
strengthened its reliance on His 
promises for the future. It’s easy 
in our modern age with modern 
problems to lose sight of the 
incredible progress we have 
made over the past millennium. 
The year 1000 dawned on a 
world shrouded in the darkness 
of the early medieval age. The 
high middle age’s began to form 
a vision of Christendom, but was 
stifled by the tyranny of papism. 
The Reformation gave the gospel 
to the common people, and 
taught them humble pride in their 
position as fallen crown of 
Creation. The Enlightenment lost 
sight of the realities of human 


bring his Word to the ends of the 
earth in missionary efforts. We in 
the West often have a self- 
centred focus on the dire straits of 
secularism, and don’t see the 
incredible rate at which the 


church is growing, especially in | 
The | 


gospel will prevail as promised in 


the developing nations. 


Habakkuk 2:14, “The earth will 


be filled with the knowledge of | 


the glory of the LORD, as the 
waters cover the sea.” 


We at Redeemer are called to | 


be part of this awesome goal. 
The year 2000 will see us 
pursuing our diverse fields of 
study in the context of “our 
common faith. God has given us 


the opportunity to work for Him | 


in redeeming a fallen world. We 
do not need to fear what the rest 
of that world might say, we do not 
have to give in to its assumptions 


or value what it values. God is the | 
ruler of Creation and’ He will give | 


us victory. Celebrate the New 
Year! 


the’kloral Industry. si 
For. 
quality, skille : 
and manageriit'staff,_ 


we needa 


dynamic and willing 
to succeed, there 
may be a place for 


you at Staalduinen. 


Staalduinen Floral Limited 
A Cut Above... 


600 Arvin Avenue, Stoney Creek, Ontario L8E 5P1 
Telephone: (905) 643-2002 Fax: (905) 643-2377 
Cut Flowers, Tropical Plants, Floral Suppltes 
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Once a prominent radio 
reporter in Philadelphia and a 
renowned black rights activist, 
Mumia Abu Jamal now faces 
his biggest challenge yet. 
DEATH. With his execution, 
the American government will 


have completed their plan to 
have Mumia 


die silently and 
alone. He faces 
the horrors of 
being black in 
the American 
Legal System. 
Appeal after 
appeal has 
been rejected 
and the chair is 


heating up. 
He worked as a radio reporter 


until he was silenced for 
speaking of the plight of the Afro- 
American. Once silenced, he 
was forced to drive a taxi to feed 
his family, but continued to do all 
he could to speak out. One night 
he stopped’ his car because his 
brother was being beaten by a 
cop. Life was never the same 


after that. 

Even with substantial evidence 
proving his innocence, Mumia 
was charged with the murder of 


Yasiva Weet 
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Suppose you were living in a col- 
orless world, a society with no form 
of distinction except the number 
that identifies you as 22201256. 
Pretty bland if you ask me. However, 
not a bad idea. If sure would put to 
rest'a ‘lot of prejudice and stereo- 
type of race, culture, religion and 
creed. In Gensis2:7 “the Lord God 
formed the man from the dust of the 
ground and breathed into his nos- 
trils the breath of life, and the man 
became a living being.” 

The Hebrew for this verb formed 
commonly referred to the work ofa 
potter. The Hebrew phrase also 
translates “living being” as “living 
creatures”. The words of 2:7 imply 
that people physically have affinity 
with animals and each other, but the 
great difference is that man is made 
“in the image of God” and has an 
absolute unique relation to the Cre- 
ator. 

The late Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., had a dream; one clearly 
illustrated in Genesis 2:7. He saw 
the vision of God’s creation and 
knew that we needed to get back to 
that place of unity again. 
Throughout history mankind has 
killed over power, greed, religion, 
land, and culture. They have done 
so due to the differences and have 
forgotten that we all evolve from 
the same two people — Adam and 
Eve. Through their genealogy, we 
share something that will always be 
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IVE FROM DeatH Row: 
Mumia’s story 


Officer Daniel Faulkner. 

He went to trial in 1982 and 
was convicted and sentenced to 
death. The media, human rights 
activists, and legal professionals 
have all criticized the trial as 
being profoundly biased. Mumia 
went to one of America’s most 


truth that a_ white 
dominated America 
fights to hide. 

Says John Edgar 
Wideman,”because he tells the 
truth, Mumia Abu Jamals voice 
can help us tear down walls- 
prison walls, the walls we hide 


“For there to be equivalence, the death penalty 
would have to punish a criminal who had warned 
his victim of the date at which he would inflict 

a horrible death on him and who. trom that moment 
onward, had confined him at his mercy for months. 
Such a monster is not encountered in private life” 


Albert Camus 


brutal prisons to await death in 
the chair, a process that will take 
seven minutes from the time he 
walks in the door to the time he is 
finally pronounced dead. 

For over 15 years Mumia has 


not been able to hold his 
daughter ‘s hand. He _ has 
witnessed, and been the victim 
of, brutality in his prison. He has 
had the option of writeing, to 
make people aware of his plight 
taken away from him. Mumia will 
die because he has spoken the 


ES by nickiesha hudson 


a apart of us, the red blood that 
pumps through our veins. Due to 
disobedience the ideal plan was 
side tracked and God’s redemptive 
plan took action. Man multiplied 
and traveled throughout the world. 
The farther man went from the equa- 
tor the lighter his skin became, and 
his body over time changed to ac- 
commodate the climate. As man 
stayed close to the equator, his skin 
grew darker. Therefore in perspec- 
tive, the word “cace” should not re- 
fer to colour or define who we are. 
We should be more concerned with 
where we are in Christ. 

On earth we need to deal with 
our differences. When Christ returns 
the only thing he sees is our heart. 
The same red blood he shed on the 
cross for us is the same red blood 
that runs through our bodies. Take 
time to notice those around you. 

If you trace as far back as you 
can in your family tree, you might 
be surprised to find a little Irish in 
you, or Native, or Russian. You can 
be Dutch and have black skin, be- 
cause you were born in the Nether- 
lands while you grandparents came 
from Africa. You could be white and 
Kenyan. 

In Jamaica the national saying 
is “out of many, one people”. That’s 
simply because they have a variety 
of people who migrated to Ja- 
maica. They are not all just black, 
or Indian, but many peoples who 


the psychological horror he and 
his fellow prisoners face daily. 
Seeing 20 minutes of sunlight a 
day while standing inside a cage. 
Abuse. Trauma. Rejected 
appeals. Unable to touch his 
family. Regular strip searches. 
Violence. The book’s name was 
taken from a radio show he did 
over the phone in_ prison, 
broadcast live. Halfway through 
the show, prison guards dragged 
him away from the phone, 
censoring his criticisms of the 
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\merican legal system. | 

im sure that his dying 

wish is simply that people 
might know what has happened, 
how a racist system silenced him 
in the most horrible lonely place 
imaginable-- death row. 

Rage Against the Machine call 
him their brother. The Beastie 
Boys play at his benefits. Entire 
networks have been set up to 
petition a_ retrial for him. 
Maximum Rock’n Roll encour- 
aged readers to refuse and resist 
the government in an attempt to 
free Mumia; to not be happy until 
justice is served; to not be 
satisfied until he is given a fair 
trial. 

Go to www.mumia.org and 
see how we can get involved in 
this fight against injustice. God 
does not will for innocent people 
to die. Mumia Abu Jamal, born 
April 24", 1954 in a Philedelphia 
hospital, will, without a miracle, 
die soon. Pray for him, pray for 
his family. His death date has 
been postponed before. Join 
John Gils, myself, and millions of 
others in our fight to bring justice 
to the life of Mumia Abu Jamal. 

Cheers Mumia. 


C 


-11% of America’s popu- 
lation is black. 


IN THE SYSTEM 


-40% of people on death row are black. 

-50 Philadelphians are on Death Row. 40 are black. 

-60% of death row citizens are illiterate. 

-Death row citizens spend 22 hours a day in their cells. 

-California spends a_ billion dollars. on prisons, spend 
ing more money imprisoning people than educat 


ing them. 


-Prison populations went up 500% in America between 
1973 and 1993, just 10 years. 

-79,000 cases of police brutality occured between 
1981-1991 similar to Rodney King’s. That breaks 


down to: 


658 incidences a month, 


164 times a week. 


-call or ask Joe Haveman or John Gils for information on Mumia Abu Jamal 


Websites and/or phone numbers. 


are proud Jamaicans. 

The same goes for Canada. We 
are FREE to express who we are as 
children of God first, and also as 
Canadians and proud citizens of the 
world. We don’t all look the same, 
but that doesn’t mean that we are 
very different either. 

The next time you see your fel- 
low brethren, see him as your 
brother in Christ and not just an- 
other person who walks, talks and 
thinks differently from yourself. If we 
were all blind, would we still be 
prejudiced of each other? This is not 


something God condones nor 
tolerates. We are all his children. 

Human nature causes us to 
draw to that which is similar to 
us , to that which we best iden- 
tify with. 

God's love allows us to pull 
ourselves to the other person 
with whom we have nothing in 
common with initially. There is 
one race, the CHRISTIAN race. 
In.it we are all a apart of the 
royal citizenship of Christ. One 
people. It stops with the eyes and 
starts to look with the heart. 
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areallife play 4) chr 
aboutinjustice ails 
Introd luction: 


The year was 1981, and Mumia Abu Jamal; a former Black 
Panther, award-winning journalist, and political activist was 
spending the night driving his cab. He stopped the cab to try and stop 
a police officer from assaulting what turned out to be his brother who 
had been stopped for a minor traffic violation, Nobody questions that 
both Mumia and officer Daniel Faulkner were shot, and that Faulkner 
died. What is in question is who killed Faulkner. Mumia was therefore 
charged with the killing of Daniel Faulkner. 


“J live in the valley of 


the shadow of death.” 
MUMIA ABU JAMAL 


Setting: 

The trial was held in Philadelphia where 1,200 cases of police 
misconduct are under review. The Judge was Judge Albert F.Sabo 
who has sentenced more men to die than any other sitting judge in 
America. Sabo wouldn‘t allow Mumia to defend himself because his 
dreadlocks made jurors “nervous” so a defense attorney was picked 


| am really starting to feel old now. 
In just under a month, | will say | 
have lived in 2 different centuries. 
Oh no. | would have also lived in 
two different millennia. To quote 
Keanu Reeves from The Matrix: 
Whoa. Of course, when January 1" 
roles around, you can make jokes 
like “| haven’t bathed since the last 
millennium”, or “|_haven’t changed 
my underwear in a century” or my 
favourite, “| haven't seen you since 
last year.. How about a welcome 
back kiss”. Please come see me 
after you regain consciousness 
from having her hit you. 

Personally, | don’t know what to 
think of the new year. So what if all 
the computers die. We _ survived 
thousands of years without them. | 
can’t figure out what the big deal 
about Y2K is. Besides, if | get my 
way, | won’t be near any computers 
at midnight New Year’s Eve. Oh | 
almost forgot, Christmas comes 
before New Year’s. 

Ah, Christmas. The time of year we 
see people we care about, as well 
as our family. It’s the best time of the 
year, as long as you are. a 
department store manager. A time 
when it is customary for a Canadian 
to get ready to dig his family out of 
thirteen feet of snow so that his kids 
can walk 25 miles uphill both ways 
to a school that is already out for 
Christmas break. It is a time for the 
executive to head to somewhere 
that really reminds him of the 
Christmas season. A place like 
Barbados or Hawaii. A time when 
men bravely venture to malls on 
December 24" at 8:30pm only to 
realize that the mall closes in 2 an 
hour and then have him proceed to 
buy everyone something to do with 
Star Wars. | know what all the guys 
are thinking. Yep. That's right. 
Where's the store? 

| love Christmas. | love to go and 
see Santa and ask him for ask him to 
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by shane pennells 
(and a tiny little bit of 
help from daniel mulhn) 
get me the home phone number of 
Jennifer Love Hewitt and then 
having him and his Mini-Me-like 
elves attack me. | love the fact that | 
have to buy presents for friends, 
knowing that they will get me 
another CD of The Bay City Rollers. 
| love sending out Christmas cards, 
knowing that in the end, the dog will 
get. more cards in. return than.| will, 


Hey, it has happened for the past | 


two years. 

| love waking 
morning, running downstairs, not 
seeing any presents for me, and 
going back to bed realizing it’s 
2:30am. 

| love walking outside in just my 
boxers and boots and looking at the 
street covered in snow. When | do, | 
two things:: why are there reindeer 
droppings on my roof, and why is 
my skin turning blue. 

Yet, as much as | love Christmas, 
| keep forgetting something, and 
the problem is that | can never 
remember what | forget. Now what 
is it? Oh, yeah. | keep forgetting the 
true meaning of Christmas. Okay, 
so | know that there is more to the 
season than shopping and 
decorations and sending your kids 
to see men who look like Wilford 
Brimley. So, in times like this, when 
| don’t know what | am doing, there 
is just one person | can turn to. A 
man of wisdom and dignity. A man 
of trust and respect. But since | don’t 
have a clue as to where William 
Shatner is, | call upon Daniel Mullin. 
Dan? 

What is the true meaning of 
Christmas? Isn’t it just another 
holiday? Another opportunity for 
businesses to make money, because 
they know that everybody is forced 
to buy gifts, or their families won’t 
speak to them again? Or is there 
something more to it? You might 
say, “| know what’s coming; some 


up Christmas 


for him. 


Story: 


The evidence showing Mumia’s innocence was immense. 
According to several eyewitnesses, an unidentified person shot at 
officer Faulkner and fled. The bullet found in Faulkner was a .44 
caliber, whereas the legally licensed gun that Mumia owned was a 


38. Police tested the murder weapon for fingerprints but didn’t find 
Mumia’s. And the police didn’t test Mumia‘s hand for powder burns 
which would show he had fired a weapon. Meanwhile, the 
persecutors found two eyewitnesses who identified Mumia as the 
shooter. Both were facing several criminal charges and both changed 
their story several times before saying that Mumia was the killer. The 
verdict was that Mumia was guilty and was to be sentenced to death. 


Message of Play: 


»eeWhat you get out of this real life play is jn your hands, Could 
this injustice be only one incident never to happen again? Or is it a 
routine part of our society that is hidden from us? Many injustices are 


committed daily in our world both by us and the state. We as 
Christians should raise our voices against these human rights 
violations and as brothers and sisters in Christ should look after each 


the centre of Christmas, instead of 
the commercialism and _ hype. 
Anyway, we always go to church, 
and observe all of the traditions 
associated with the season.” 

That’s great, but how often to we 
actually grasp the significance of 
what happened. at Christmas? 
When we sing the same carols year 
after year, it is very easy to become 
insensitive to the profound message 
contained in the words of those 
songs. We can become so ingrained 
in tradition and ritual that we don’t 
fully comprehend why we celebrate 
Christmas. Many times we need a 
fresh understanding of what Christ 
gave up to become as one of us. 

The all-powerful Creator of this 
vast universe, limited himself so that 
he could identify with us and live as 
we do. He considered us valuable 
enough to enter into a world 
distorted by sin, and bring healing 
and restoration. This is what we 
need to remain aware of during this 
time of year. The meaning of 
Christmas transcends anything that 
we could ever hope to express in our 
words and traditions. 

We should strive to realize what 
an immense sacrifice Christ made 


sermon about how Christ should be on our behalf, and the awesome gift 


other and pray that God will change their hearts. © 


of God’s grace has been offered to 
us. As we approach Christmas, and 
the upcoming year may we be 
reminded of God’s unfathomable 
love for us, and be willing to share 
this gift with others. That, My 
friends, is the true meaning of 
Christmas. 

That was beautiful, Dan. Thanks. 
*Snif*. Oh dear, | need a tissue. | 
hate crying in public. Oh, | can’t 
stop. Okay, | have to go back to 
my room, Y’know, | don’t want 
anything for Christmas. Even 
Jennifer Love Hewit’s phone 
number. All | want is for 
everyone to remember the true 
reason for the season. All | want 
is for there to be peace on Earth 
and good will toward men and 


women. Oh, and Merry 
Christmas and Happy New 
Year. 


Shane Pennells 
PS: As for the New Year, | plan 
on spending New Year's Eve 
walking along the boardwalk in 
Niagara Falls, looking at the 
Horseshoe Falls with a young 
lady. What a romantic evening. 
Now if | could just find a young 
lady... 
Cc 
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The Caucasian Chalk 
Circle, Redeemer College's 
latest main-stage play, was 
about justice, or so we were 
told in the program. And 
looking back, yes, it was about 
justice, but I’m afraid that the 
point was made somewhat 
weakly. : 
The reason for this, | believe, 
was that the use of comedy was 
both the play’s strength and its 
weakness. Good comedy should 
not obscure the true meaning of 
the play — the point should not 
be drowned out by laughter, it 
should be supported by it. Char- 
acters should not degenerate into 
one-dimensional caricatures. 

| felt that the play lost its bal- 
ance — went too far in the direc- 
tion of hilarity. When it got to the 
climactic moment where the two 
mothers must take the chalk circle 
test, | really didn’t care if Grusha 
lost her son or not. | was so used 
to laughing and not taking the 
characters seriously that Grusha’s 
predicament did not seem real or 
important. 

In addition to this some- 
what confusing plot, the fact that 
many actors played numerous 
characters all with similar sound- 
ing foreign names, the combina- 
tion of costumes that seemed to 
come out of Arabian Nights, Me- 
dieval Europe, and the twentieth- 
century World War period. Be- 
cause of this | was so busy trying 
to figure out exactly what was go- 
ing on that | wasn’t free to relate 


The Caucasian Chalk Circle 


reviewed by maggie vandermeer 


closely to any of the characters. 
| understand that the con- 

fusion of time and place was 

probably meant to establish the 


universality of the characters and. 


situation. This does explain the 
tendency towards stereotyped 
characters in the play. But in a 
story that is supposed to “subvert 
the traditional order of things to 


bring about an age of justice,” it 
seems strange that peasants are 
portrayed as traditional stereo- 
types who scratch themselves and 
eat like pigs. : 

At the same time, the com- 
edy was also the play’s strength. 
This was due to a very talented 
cast. Jennifer McNaughton stole 
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the show in her role as Aniko. 
She displayed a wonderful abil- 
ity to switch characters that left 
no confusion about who she was 
at any particular time. | also felt 
that Dany Irvine was particularly 
strong in his various roles. 
Timothy Fransky’s energetic 
portrayal of Azdac was impres- 
sive and generally very well done. 


However, as one of the main char- 
acters, more depth might have 
been brought to the character. If 
the eccentricity and bawdiness of 


‘Azdak had not been so strongly 


emphasized at the expense of 
moments of calculated sanity 
which | believe were there in the 
lines. 
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Brett Dewing’s 
roles as the Corpo- 
rabk and Jussup 
were particularly 
strong as he 
avoided the temp- 
tation to turn his 
characters into 

humourous caricatures of evil. 

When Ray Louter was 

asked in the post-show discussion 
about the vulgarity in the play, he 
answered that he felt it was a 
truthful portrayal of peasant 
humour and sexuality. | don’t 
quite agree that this approach of 
stereotyping the peasants creates 
strong characterization. Louter’s 
argument is further undermined 
by the fact that Grusha, a peas- 
ant, was often abashed at the 
slightest suggestive comment. 

lt seemed that the somewhat 
gratuitous use of vulgarity was 
more of a defiant move by the 
theatre arts department — a chal- 
lenge to all those unsophisticated 
non-artsy people who “just don’t 
get it.” But in the process, | think 
that some of the art of the play 
was sacrificed, Nothing should 
be included that is not absolutely 
necessary, and there was plenty 
in that category. 

Let me emphasize that this is 
an aesthetical criticism. | don’t 
think the considerable talent that 
the actors in The Caucasian Chalk 
Circle clearly displayed should be 
sacrificed on the altar of contro- 
versy — either by the censors or 
the theatre purists. c 


CAUCASIAN CHALK CIRCLE REVIEW: an ACTOR'S PERSPECTIVE 


by anita brinkman 


As the house lights softened a 
little, the murmur of the audience 
voices quieted, and the sound of 
tumbling blocks drifted into the 
wings from on stage. After a 
moment | heard the sound of a 
clarinet coming from the general 
vicinity of the audience. 

Striding out onto the stage 
space, | was surprised to see the 
house lights still on. This was a 
strange choice for a play's 
opening, but rather effective, | 
think. The audience was a little 
slow to warm up, as audiences 
always are. 

After the first five or so 
minutes of action on stage, the 
house lights dimmed and the 
audience followed traditional 
theatre procedure, sitting in 
darkness, speaking little. | was 
hoping for something a little 
more creative from a Redeemer 
theatre audience, but this choice 
was fine too. 

The close’ proximity of the 
crowd to the actors was initially 
disconcerting and | wondered 
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what had made them choose to 
position ‘themselves in this 
manner.- ‘| reflected that this 
choice of blocking was possibly 
an attempt to make the actors 
feel more a part of the theatre 
experience, knocking down the 
proverbial “fourth wall” that 
often seems present between the 
audience and the stage. 

The acting space and sef 
of’ fhe audience’ were — rather 
visually uninteresting. Basic black 
walls, a white balcony set about 
half way up the background, 
obvisusly a painted ‘backdrop. 
The two brick walls on the side 


were a nice break for the 
monotony of the black, but still 
there seemed to be something 
lacking. The red seats, however 
were very effective -_ they 
presented a nice comment on the 
red seats of yesterday’s theatre 
tradition. 

The piece the audience had 
chosen to perform was very 
postmodern in its lack of plot. It 
was basically a_ series of 
overlapping studies on human 
behavior in a theatre, presented 


here in a slightly exaggerated . 


manner. 

| particularly . enjoyed. the 
performance of the woman 
portraying a “typical” theatre buff 
of the nineties. The all-black 
clothing ensemble, the practiced 
sophisticated sneer, the failure to 


laugh at any traditional humour 
all joined to present a perfect” 


parody ,of the Toronto theatre 


community. | wondered at the: 


director's wisdom in having a 
man in the third row fall asleep, 


Cost; No monetary costs, but 


and at the actor’s choice to.make; 


it fairly obvious that his character 
was sleeping deeply. 

The behavior of one audience 
member was particularly funny 
for those on stage. She kept 
laughing very loudly and hilari- 
ously at almost everything hap- 


pening on the stage. Her 
character was most endear- 
ing. 


In all, it was a very good 
show, generally well-per- 
formed, and worth the seeing. 
The unity of theme, set,;,and 
costumes helped the develop- 
ment of this gentle farce of 
typical theatre crowds, provid- 
ing a genuinely funny and 
enjoyable play. ; 
Rating: * * * ‘ (three and a half 

stars) 


Place: Redeemer College 
Auditorium 


in order to be eligible 
to see it one needs to 
4, audition and land a 
part in a play. 
Time: Next showing time is ) 
' ‘undetermined as yet. 
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His Healing 


review by maggie vandermeer 


The recent art exhibit by Linda 
Schenk-Wiesner was a wonderful 
experience. While some of the 
pieces seemed more mature than 
others, this was not surprising 
because the art exhibited was 
produced over a relatively long 
period of time. It is easy to see 
the development in Schenk- 
Wiesner’s work. 

The Self-Portrait Series 
combines elements of nature and 
cathedral architecture with hu- 
man faces to produce a moving 
image of human awe in the face 
of God’s revelation of himself in 
nature and scripture. | did won- 
der if the images might have been 
even stronger if Schenk-Wiesner 
had used ink instead of graph- 
ite. Perhaps | got this impression 
because the Planting the Seed 
Series which followed did use pen 
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and ink on gray paper, produc- 
ing a sharpness with more im- 
pact. This series again beauti- 
fully combined architectural ele- 
ments with nature. The frag- 
mented elements were arranged 


by karen de blieck (wallace) 


“ri sky is bejewelled tonight, my dear, 
Heaven has come into our sight. 
Her sweet breath whispers in my ear: 


“Come close to me, draw near.” 
Within her eyes | see Creator’s might. 
The sky is bejewelled tonight, my dear. 


Upon her pale cheeks the crystal tear 
Speaks of His pain, her Son: “Heaven's Light!” 
Her sweet breath whispers i in my ear, , 


She watches over the travellers who draw near 
_ And the blessed mother whispers in the night, 
_ “The sky is bejewelled tonight, my dear.” 


The angels’ praises ring out loud and clear; 
Speak of the babe’s holy plight 
| As ne: sweet preath whiseaias in myear. 


oe “ yearn to keep’ Hite safe rid near.” Pack er 
~ Softer now as night fades at the coming light, | 
Eee is bejewelled tonight, my dear,” 
_ Her sweet breath area in my ear. vg 


— 


here,” 


safe. 


in such a way that they created a 
very interesting perspective and 
striking composition. 

Schenk-Wiesner’s work is 
also full of mythological imag- 
ery, including one piece entitled 
Narnia Revisited. Her use of 
coloured ink and graphite on 
paper suits this imagery very well, 
creating a somewhat ethereal ef- 
fect. 

The Persistence of Joy se- 
ries which features the six days 
of creation appears to be a cul- 
mination.of Schenk-Wiesner’s 
work. The use of water-colour 
and graphite again produces a 
mythical effect. Nature also plays 
an important role in these pieces, 
and the cathedral architecture is 
found in beautifully elaborate 
gothic borders and outer frames 
which “capture on paper God's 
eternal and Omniscient control 
over the dimensions of time, 
space and reality, beginning and 
ending with Him.” Overall, it was 
an impressive exhibit. 


by brett dewing 


THE TRUTH ABOUT “THE 
TWELVE DAYS OF 
CHRISTMAS” 


Did you know that one of the 
most annoying and apparently 
nonsensical Christmas carols is 
actually an underground cat- 
echism? From 1558 to 1829, 
Catholics were prohibited from 
practicing their faith in England. 
“The Twelve Days of Christmas” 
was written to help young Catho- 
lics learn the tenets of their faith. 
The song’s gifts are hidden 
meanings to the teachings of the 
faith. The “true love” refers to 
God, the “me” is the baptized 
person. The “partridge in the 
pear tree” is Jesus Christ. Other 
symbols are as follows: 


2 Turtle Doves = The Old and 
New Testaments. 

3 French Hens = 
and Charity. 

4 Calling Birds = The four gos- 
pels/four Evangelists. 

5 Golden Rings = 
Pentateuch. 

6 Geese A-laying = Six days of 
Creation. 

7 Swans A-swimming = Seven 
gifts of the Holy Spirit/the seven sac- 
raments. 


Faith, Hope 


The 


8 Maids A-milking = The eight 
beatitudes. 

9 Ladies Dancing = The nine 
fruits of the Holy Spirit. 

10 Lords A‘leaping "= The ten 
commandments. 

11 Pipers Piping = The eleven 


faithful apostles. 
12 Drummers Drumming = The 
twelve points of the Apostle’s Creed. 


(Information taken from Catho- 


lic Information Network) 
THE MAGDALENE CHRONICLES: Geass TIDINGS 


Greetings! | am called Craft Lady. | am the hyperactive neurotic, lactose- 
intolerant leader of a fanatical religious activist cult that worships Mary 
Magdalene. My minions are a bunch of crazy, spastic women. |, of course, 
am incredibly sane. 

“Bring me my bunny!” | call to my secretary, Crimson T-Shirt Female. 
She enters. 
“Oh, Craft Lady, lover of tsunamis, eater of plums, your bunny is 
she says as she hands me a piece of mouldy cauliflower. Suddenly, 
a mysterious man bursts into my office. 
dealings with him before. Just recently, he attacked one of our own, Sock- 
Darner Gal. Now he had come after Crimson T-Shirt Female. 

“I’m here for you, Craft Lady!” he threatens. - 

Clever ruse, pretending to be after me. Of course, | am perfectly 


He is a detective. We've had 


“You and the Magdalenes are through!” he shouts. 
“You may have escaped us before, duck-eater, but now eb deere 
_ ing with the best -- Crimson T-Shirt Female!” | scream. 
“Did you really think Zapper Woman oni stop me?” he says, “| 

escaped her easily!” 

“Hal Jurors are fish!” | say divertingly. — 

_ Suddenly, Crimson T-Shirt Female nails him in the back. He falls. 

“Lucky this set of knives was here,” she observes. “The meaaeperiey 
brought him down.” 3 

So it ends. The. Magdalenes are safe, the dicieactes) is taken care of, ; 
and my hae is with me again. Stapler! 


Stay tuned for the next installment of The Magdalene Chronicles. i | 
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Life Lines was an impres- 
sive exhibition which displayed 
Redeemer student talent in 
various mediums. Since it was 
a group exhibition combining 
works from Art Fundamentals, 
Figure Drawing, and Advanced 
Painting, it is difficult to review the 
exhibition as a whole, except to 
say that Redeemer has quite a 
number of very talented artists. 
Several pieces stood out as espe- 
cially noteworthy. 

Heather Vandervecht’s piece 
Untitled combines effective com- 
position with wonderfully textured 
charcoal drawings of two faces 
facing each other from a dis- 
tance. 

Christina Van den Ham’‘s 
Face It! includes three drawings 
of faces, each in a somewhat dif- 
ferent style. Christina shows her 
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ability to render faces realistically 
as well as in a more stylized form, 
but in each case, expressively. 

Sandra Van der Vinne has cre- 
ated an interesting piece incor- 
porating various elements of the 
human figure in a circular com- 
position full of movement. 

Ruth Pallant’s Tell Me a Story 
is also an interesting study of the 
human body in various poses 
that express emotion. The words 
that form the background add 
depth and meaning to the draw- 
ings, as well as being visually 
pleasing. 

Sara Van Pelt’s Exploration is, 
as the title indicates, an explora- 
tion of hands in various expres- 
sive poses. The use of crayons 
and graphite on black paper was 
the perfect medium, creating a 
subtlety and lightness that works 


life lines fall student ehxibition "veiw by magie vandermeer 


well. 

Jennifer Grootenboer’s Ac- 
tions effectively combines cut-out 
silhouettes in positions of sus- 
pended action and magazine cut- 
outs. 

Finally, the works of Faith 
Hicks provided a wonderfully dif- 
ferent approach to figure draw- 
ing. The Japanimation-esque, 
surreal drawings were no less im- 
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painting by Vince Beerda 
skeleton studies by the figure drawing class 
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pressive, in fact, | found them to 
be the most memorable pieces. 
Faith’s characters suggest whole 
stories behind them. They are 
both interesting and visually 
pleasing. 

Overall, a great exhibition. If 
you haven't already gone, make 
sure you check it out and give the 
artists your feedback. 


“Owly” by Faith Hicks 


All in the timing 


To compare this Black Box 
production to any previous pro- 
ductions would be futile seeing 
as this writer hasn’t seen any. 
However, this production sur- 
passed my expectations. All in the 
Timing by David Ives is a collec- 
tion of short plays, four of which 
were chosen for this show and 
produced successfully as a sur- 
real comedic Twilight Zone. Since 
each play was totally unrelated 
(or were they?), for the purposes 
of a review, let’s deal with each 
in turn. 

Sure Thing opens in a coffee 
shop with a man (D.J. DeKlerk) 
and a woman (Amy Hilborn). |In- 
stantly we expect a sappy, dating 
sketch; but that is the last thing 
we get. Instead, we are treated to 
a wondertul display of a relation- 
ship developing out of repeated 
moments and advances. In the 
conclusion we are satisfied by the 
classic romantic ending, but not 
before a glimpse into the thou- 
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sand different possible directions 
that each of our moment by mo- 
ment choices can send us in. 
Words, Words, Words: every- 
one knows that three monkeys 
typing into infinity will eventually 
produce Hamlet. That is, every- 
one except the three monkeys 
(Emily Deelstra, Kristine Aguilar, 
Lee-Anne Wildschut) in this sketch 
singled out for this very task. They 
don’t even know what a “Ham- 
let” is. We are handed side-split- 
ting wit and technicolour bar- 
rages of dialogue as the mon- 
keys inadvertently quote Paradise 
Lost, delve into existentialist phi- 
losophy, rant like Lenin or Marx 
about the unfairness of their so- 
cial position as an experiment for 
the advancement of a faceless 
scientist (Dave Raakman). The 
climactic moment occurs when, 
in their disillusionment, one of the 
monkeys does begin to type “Act 
1, Scene 1. Elisnore Castle, Den- 
mark...” The reader can draw 


presented by the black box players 


their own conclusions. . . 

The Philadelphia is the most 
Twilight-zone-like of the sketches. 
In it we find Mark (Justin Versteeg) 
in a world of opposites. What- 
ever he wants-- he can’t get. In a 
diner, if he askes for something, 
they won't have it. Al (Dave 
Ellsworth), his friend, tells Mark 
how to survive in a “Philadelphia” 
by always asking for the oppo- 
site from the waitress (Stephanie 
Van Duyvendyk). Unfortunately 
for Al, he ends up in the same 
“city” himself. Quick dialogue, 
combined with a Ray Bradbury 
feel, leaves the audience with 
aching sides. 

For Universal Language, 
imagine a nearly-nonsensical 
language, part Italian, part Ger- 
man, part English, propounded 
by the charismatic swindler, Don 
(Chris Godwaldt), upon a shy, 
innocent, stuttering girl, Dawn 
(Sarah VanPelt). Imagine uniting 
all of mankind with this magical 
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gibberish. Imagine Unamunda! 
As Dawn’s introductory language 
lesson (costing her $500) 
progresses a la Pygmalion, con- 
science convicts Don, and he ad- 
mits that his language is fraudu- 
lent. However it is too late-- 
Dawn has lost her stutter, 
fallen in love with Unamunda 
as well as with Don. They live 
happily (but perhaps unintel- 
ligibly) ever after. 

Director Ken Dryfout and 
his crew successfully melded 
a potentially massive show 
with simple actions and light- 
ening deliveries. All of the 
characters, whether despairing 
primates or new lovers, were 
very clearly articulated, even 
within the confines of such 
short scenes. Excellent perfor- 
mances from all. 


-Roz and Guil 
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WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL 


On November 10" the 
women’s varsity basketball team 
lost to the Fanshawe Falcons 71 
-34. Melanie Schipper had 10 
points in the contest. 

On November 16 the team 


took on the Durham Lady Lords. 
The team lost with a score of 82 - 52. Alicia Silva 


scored 16 points in the game. 

In Buffalo, NY, on the 19" and 20", the team went 
1 - 1 in the Medaille Invitational. Crystal Numan av- 
eraged 13.5 ppg, and Alicia Silva averaged 14.0 ppg. 

On November 24 the girls team earned their first 
win by defeating The Georgian Grizzlies 66- 54. Ali- 

_ cia Silva scored 18 points, shooting 4 for 5 from down- 

town. 

Friday December 3” the Royals played host to the 
Seneca Sting. The Royals lost 50-34. Alicia Silva had 
10 points for the Royals. 


MEN’S 
BASKETBALL 


On November 10" the men’s 
varsity basketball team played the 
nationally ranked Fanshawe Fal- 
cons. The final score was 91 Fal- 
cons, 72 Royals. This score how- 
ever, does not depict how close Paul Voortman on defense 
and exciting this contest was. The 
Royals were in it to the very end, 
but just ran out of gas on the 
home stretch. Jeromy Nagy lead 
with 20 points for the Royals, and 
Andrew Zomerman had an im- 
pressive six blocks in the contest. 

On the November 19" and 
20" weekend the men’s basket- ogy Gaeee J 
ball team competed in The Geor- : +o al 
gian Invitational. The Royals fin- \ 
ished 2°4. The highlight of the 
weekend was Jeromy Nagy’s 


three point shot to seal the vic- o a ; 4 mo . : i r MEN’S VOLLEYBALL 


cate MLS ~ 
eee 


or 
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tory in overtime against the Sen- 


Tl ENGAGE On November 10" the men’s volleyball shutout the 
eca Sting. Justin Renkema also ems pe tel 
A at Mohawk Mountaineers three sets to zero. Colin Deraaf 
proved that he has some game (Bear | He | 
Piste had 13 kills in the contest. 


by stepping up big time when 
Andrew Zomerman was in foul 
trouble. For the weekend, Paul 
Voortman averaged 16.6 ppg, 


November 16" the men took on the Sheridan Bru- 
ins. The Royals won 3 sets to 1. Colin Deraaf had 15 
| kills, and Mike Schenk had 3 stuffed blocks in the game. 


and Jeromy Nagy averaged 16.5 = . -_ a. ei | November 19" the men destroyed the Cambrian 
ppg. a ae ee Golden Shield 3 sets to none. Colin Deraaf had 12 
On November 26" and 27% a kills, and Brad Heidburrt had 3 stuffed blocks. 


the men’s basketball team was Alicia Silver up for wo. | Wednesday, November 1* the men played host to 
at the Sault for a two game se- we ended up losing. At one point the Sault had the Niagara Knights. The Royals were beaten 3 sets to 
ries. In the first game, the Roy- six players on the floor at once, but no call wes! 1. Colind Deraaf had 10 kills, and Brad Heidburrt had 
als lost 86-84 in the most con- made. However, the Royals made up for it by) 4 stuffed blocks. fe 
troversial game of the year. The defeating them 86-78. Jeromy Nagy averaged \q { 2” a 


officiating was terrible. Fouls around 24ppg. 


were called on the Royals that We would like to congratulate Jeromy as he. 
weren't necessary. At one point is now the leader in the West OCAA division. 


of the game the Royals were up averaging 23.0 points per game. Way to go 
34-5, but due to the bad reffing, Jeromy! | 


Earn your TT innovative 
J partnerships with Azusa 
Mas ER S Pacific University, Wheaton 
DD es Te se he 


2 College and Lee University, 


T uU 4 T IO MA teachers serving with the English 


Language Institute/China can 


Re _ a ie f. earn a prestigious master’s degree 


while —TUITION-FREE — during a 
teaching EN é LIS two-year teaching assignment at 
for two years a university in Asia! Applicants 


In A S IA | must first be accepted by ELIC. 


eli. Call 1-800-366-ELIC 
www.elic.org 
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| A few giant transnational corporations dominate the global 
industry. Their profits are huge, and their CEOs’ 
salaries are in the millions. How do they make such big 


\ 
profits? Through a disturbing global system of exploitation. | 

exposing injustice in the global apparel industry _ Here's how it works ...... seeonys ie 
Nan eis Clee oe che cy SS. Se ee ee = el = we en a ee ae 


The wages for the labour that 
goes into a shoe or garment 
account for only a small 
fraction of the price that we 
pay at the store, often lower 
than 10%. The lower the 
labour costs, the higher the 
profits for multinational 
corporations, contractors 
and retailers. 


TRANSNATIONAL CORPORATIONS 


Transnational apparel corporations create the fashion images and 
set the standard for the whole industry. 


HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT: 


FAIR 
WEAK 


They create demand for their 

products through multi-million 
dollar advertising budgets - they 
keep us coming back for more. . . 
whether we need the products or not! 


Mae 


But in many cases they don't 

actually produce the goods 

themselves. They just set the 

design specifications, then 

they contract out the 

production. Where to? All 
around the world! 


SUPPORT A CALL FOR A TASK FORCE TO END SWEATSHOP ABUSES: ae 
Thanks to public cdncefh and pressure, the federalgovernment has said it will set. . 

up a task force aimed at discussing sweatshop abuses in the apparel industry, and i eet hed N 
working to end them. The proposed task force should include retailers and other 

apparel industry representatives, unions, and religious and human rights groups. The Sy 
task force should deal with issues such as access to information, Codes of Conduct 

that spell out better treatment of workers, monitoring of companies’ compliance with 

those Codes, and other measures that aim at better wages and working conditions: 

not just for Canadian workers, but also for those in the many countries from which 

Canada imports clothing and footwear. 


At the time of writing, however, the government still has not formally announced the 
task force. Your support, through a card campaign, letter writing to the government 
and visits to retailers, is needed if we're to ensure that the government and the 
industry will take the issue of sweatshop abuses seriously. Please lend a hand, and 
sign on to the Wear Fair card campaign. 


LOOK FOR THE UNION LABEL when you shop. It may be hard to find, but it 
guarantees that the workers receive a decent wage and have protection against 
harassment and unjust treatment. But please remember that this campaign is not 
about “Buying Canadian”! Support unions where you can, but think globally too: 
UNION MADE IN i . ° : : 
CANADA People in every part of the world need good jobs with dignity and decent wages. 


ASK QUESTIONS when you shop: every time you or your friends and co-workers ask 


questions of retailers, they need to go looking for answers. Eventually, they'll start to 
hear our concerns. Some suggested questions for the manager to pass on to the head 

office: 

* Does the retailer have a Code of Conduct for their.company and their suppliers? 


Are copies available for the public? 
« Does the Code. specify a living wage, forbid child labour and protect human rights? 
« Is it independently monitored to ensure it is being lived up to? 


+ How can consumers get information about where and how products are produced? 
(Sources: CCODP and UNITE) 


‘ 


The Wear Fair Card Campaign is sponsored by the Labour Behind the Label Coalition and TEN DAYS. 
For more action cards, more information, and ideas for public events, contact 


TEN DAYS for Global Justice 
947 Queen St. East, Suite 201, Toronto, ON M4M 1)9 

Tel; (416) 463 5312 FAX: (416) 463 5569 

E-mail: tendays@web.net Website; www.web.net/-ltendays 
And check out the website for the Labour Behind the Label and the Maquila 
Solidarity Network: www. web.net/~msn 
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Amnesty tk’ 


WHAT YOU CAN GET 


rp tsk | INVOLVED IN AT REDEEMER: 


mit 
CONTRACTORS AND SUBCONTRACTORS 


These players bid against each other to 
land contracts from the big apparel 
companies. It's mostly American and Asian 
companies who own and operate factories set up 
in special free trade zones, which are located in 
Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. But 
contractors operate here in North America too - 


through home-based workers and small 
urban sewing factories. Their goal? To 
Squeeze as much production out of 
workers as they possibly can for as little 
money as possible. Since the industry is 
labour-intensive, contractors are con- 
stantly trying to find ever-lower wages. 


35 WORKERS IN CANADA: SWEAT- 


SHOPS IN OUR OWN BACK YARD! 


We have exploited garment workers right in our own back yard! 
As in the South, they are mostly women. While about 30 
percent of them have union agreements that 
protect their basic labour rights, a 
growing number do not. Some work in 
"sweatshop" conditions in urban 
factories. Others work at home 
as "homeworkers," often 


LiL 


AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 


Amnesty International Redeemer 
functions as part of the youth wing 
of the AI Canada English Division. 
Amnesty Int’! is a non-partisan, 
non-government human _ rights} 


advocacy group working towards§ 
the full recognition of Universal} 
Declaration of Human Rights world F 
endeavor Al 
its work on 


wide. In this 
Redeemer focuses 
letter-writing campaigns appealing 7 
to various governments concerning P 
breaches to this declaration. AIP} 
Redeemer was founded in 1996 byf 
Jane Koopman (Hogeterp) and Dr. 7 
James Payton. Currently Alp 
Redeemer has twenty members. 


WORKERS 
IN THE SOUTH. 
WELCOME TO 


THE MAGUILADORAS 


Millions of garment 
workers slave away in poor 
countries, like Vietnam, Bangla- 
desh, Guatemala or Haiti, making 
our consumer products. Most 
are women (up to 80% of them), 
usually young, and desperate to 
Support their families. They work 
in the maquiladoras, or factories 
in free trade zones, where 
conditions can be shockingly bad. 

Factory foremen pressure 
the workers into meeting very 
high quotas, often through 
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must Insist that all 


, Conduct. But we aleo must Insist that compa- 
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Retallers CAN bring about change, but they 

won't unless WE re them. Some com} 

nies, like the GAP have already felt the heat. 
with Codes of Conduct, 


mottetiiees let ee ath cone 


PRL EN EI OE TY Teen: 


. ba 
For information contact Ryan 
Faber, Dan Koopman, or Holly§ 
Thompson. 
PROBOARDS SLATER BRIERE 


pressures to meet quotas, 
while they earn poor wages 
(often below provincial 
minimum wages), and, of 
course, they receive 
no benefits, 


rN because they can't afford 
=? daycare. These women 
Yo suffer enormous 
ty 
—_G 


RETAILERS: WHERE THE PRODUCT 
MEETS THE PUBLIC —.. . 


i ia ne) 

locker is North America's largest 
distributor of Nike products), big 
apparel corporations are also 
opening their own stores to sell 
only their labels. The GAP and Bata 
Shoes are examples. With a mark- 
up in price that can range up to 
50%, retailers make huge profits 
from the industry's low wages. Yet 
they take no responsibility for the 
exploitation of apparel workers - 
unless we put pressure on them 

And what about 
the people who work in 
retail outlets? Not 
Surprisingly, most 
are young, female, 
and poorly paid 
Very few are 
unionized 


In this industry, it's really 
the retailers who have the 
most power. Without them, 
manutacturers have no access to 
the "consumers" who drive the whole 
system. A huge retailer like Wal- 
Mart sets standards for the entire 
retail industry and can easily block 
sor help to make) positive changes. 

While most retailers 
make money selling different 
brands (for example, Foot- 


physical abuse, Workers 
endure very long hours, forced 
overtime, sexual harassment, 
beatings, punishment, and 
health hazards like fabric dust, 
extreme heat, and exposure to 
dangerous chemicals. What do 
they get inreturn? Wages 
amounting to only a few dollars 
a day! When they try to 
organize unions to improve 
their lot, they are harassed, 
fired, and sometimes beaten 
and threatened with death, 


THE “CONSUMER”: DO 
WE WANT TO BUY IN? 


Here's where we come in. We see 
ads and we buy the products. 
hout knowing it, we support an 
industry that profits off tremendous 
exploitation, It's very hard for us to see 
the “labour behind the label" - this is an 
industry that doesn't reveal the facts easily. 


make sure they stick to their "codes". 

Thanks to pressure, the GAP has 

agreed to monitoring In one 

factory - that's a first! We can also pressure 

governments to enforce basic labour 

problem is, standards. We must also insist on better 

_ 4¢¢@86 to Information, and full information on 
labels, revealing how and where clothes are 
made. Only then can we all make responsible 
choices that promote justice. 
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have a Code of 
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In nations where Christians 
are persecuted, believers have 
no option but to surrender all 
to Christ. They are ostracized 
from society, lose family, 
friends and even their lives. 
They join the early church in real 
faith through perseverance. They 
have something we should be 
striving for. They are dependent 
only on their faith with no room 
for compromise, for union with 
the world. The persecuted church 
is praying for us. Our faith is all 
to often compromised, and 
despite our prayers of thanks for 
being “free” to worship, we are 
not free at all. Indeed, it is the 
persecuted Christian who gains 
real joy and freedom. 

“Suffering produces 
perseverance,; perseverance, 
character; and character, hope” 
(Romans 3b-4). Suffering is a 
part of the Christian life. We live 
a lie in the West, thinking that we 
have freedom. and _ getting 
comfortable in a_ society that 
contradicts our beliefs. How 
easily smoking or the odd 
Christian drunk-fest (in the form 
of a Halloween dance or stag 
and doe) is overlooked as 
‘normal’... These things, are not 


who 


ed 
characteristics of a_ life 
experiencing the freedom Christ 
has to offer, They are real 
struggles among Christians in 
our country, at our school. We 
are captive to our society, tied up 
in things that are so obvious they 
should not be issues, we are so 
far from the real struggle of 


Christianity. © Many Christians 
face the possibility of martyrdom 
every day. They know what 
freedom is. They rely on God 
each day. 


We are afraid to step out, 
to offend our culture by being 
radicals. If the church of the West 
was doing what it should be 
doing we might find ourselves 
with a lot more opposition than 
we thought possible. Perhaps the 
reason we seem so free to 
worship in a secular society is the 
fact that we don’t make a big 
enough noise to be even remotely 
noticed. Why take our freedom 
away when we do not use it? 

We are too comfortable, 
struggling to find half an hour a 
day to talk to our Saviour (or 2 
minutes). Our brothers and 
sisters who are being persecuted 
must depend on Him day and 
night. They have no where to turn 
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but to Christ. They know what it 
means to take up their cross; “For 
your sake we face death all day 
long; we are considered as sheep 
to be slaughtered” (Romans 
8:36). But, this will not make 
them crumble, “NO, in all these 
things we are more than 
conquerors through him who 
loved us” (Romans 8:37). 

We are more than 
conquerors when all is laid down 
before Christ. To die in the name 
of Christ is to have victory. But we 
are not even willing to suffer a 


Our 


martyrdom. 
persecuted brothers and sisters 
are not perfect by any means, yet 
they are to be envied more than 
pitied. They have a vibrant, real 
faith which sets their spirits free in 
a way we don’t know. “I delight 


social 


in weaknesses, in insults, in 
hardships, in persecutions, in 
difficulties. For when | am weak, 
then | am strong” (2 Corinthians 
12:10). They have a strength we 
cannot imagine. 

This is not a Christian 
world. We are the outcasts, we 
are the radicals. The love we 
should be extending to the world 
is not the norm, and will not be 
accepted. 

If you belonged to the 
world, it would love you as its 
own. As it is, you do not belong 
to the world, but | have 
chosen you out of the world. That 
is why the world hates you. 
Remember the words | spoke to 
you: ‘No servant is greater than 
his master.’ If they persecuted 
me, they will persecute you also. 
(John 15:19-20a) 


by ken dryfhout 
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Are we doing what 
we are called to 
do? If we are not 
affecting the world, 
if our churches are 
accounting 
violent opposition, we are not 
living the way we were meant to. 
We are set apart. We are meant 
for freedom. Their should not be 
a distinction between the 
persecuted church and the non- 
persecuted church. We are one, 
we are perseculed, or we are 
living a lie. 


and character, 
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“Suffering produces perseverance; per- 


severance, character 
hope. Romans 3b-4 


A man in a black mask 
stepped into a church with a gun. 
He lined up the congregation 
against the wall. Those who 
denied Christ’s name were free 
to leave. When only those who 
had confessed their faith were 
remaining, the man took off the 


mask. It was the pastor. He 
stated, “Now that the 
Christians are left, let’s have 
church.” Harsh? Perhaps. 


But who has the real freedom? 
The same decision is made in 
our culture in many different 
ways. 


Denying Christ can be 
quite subtle. It may just be a 
failure to mention his name to 
avoid discomfort. But, what 
are we getting comfortable 
with@ 

Christianity is full of 
irony; to give up everything ts 
to gain everything, to be weak 
is to strong, to allow the Spirit 
to take you captive and control 
your every move, is to have 


freedom. Cc 
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by shamalla 


Turn on the radio. Flip 
channels on TV. Skim through 
the newspaper. It won't take a 
minute before you come across 
bad news. They say no news is 
good news, | always wondered 
how true this was. An incident 
from last December when | was 
home helped me realize how 
misleading this statement is. 

| had the privilege of going to 
Word of Life, a Christian youth 
camp in Kenya, as a counselor. 
The first night was awesome, we 
were all in the ark shaped dining 
house and everyone was shout- 
ing and having a wonderful time. 

Everyone except the female 
counselors who were seated at 
the back of the room, oblivious of 
the noisy surroundings, ponder- 
ing on the big question - who 
would be chosen as counselor of 
Cabin 192 You see it was a 
‘special’ cabin. The girls did not 
pay to be at camp - they could not 
afford it, someone paid for them 
to be there. They were from the 


~ slums. They talked and laughed 
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of , Cross the Pacific to « land 
f 4 . and a people who are quickly 
we emerging a5 a new global power 
i As history rounds the corner into the 


CHINA! ploy, work, laugh, 
sweat, talk and cry— 


too loud, danced funny, dressed 
too loosely, and put on too much 
make up. — 

They were not spread out 
among the cabins, as was usual, 
but kept together, as they had the 
very strange habit of stealing 
anything and everything. Need- 
less to say they were quite 
different from everyone else. 

| was the quietest counsellor 
in the group. | whispered a 
prayer reminding God that 19 
needs a tough counselor. 10 PM 
was cabin leader announcement 
time; “Cabin 19 - Shamalla.” 

My heart dropped as eyes of 
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pity all around 
the room 
turned to me - 
“God?” was all 
| could say. A 
ew minutes 


later | walked into 19 — for 
devotions. Everyone was yelling 
and screaming, there was water 
all over the floor, bad words in 
the air and very hideous laughter 
from some corner. 

| finally got them to settle 
down and proceeded to try and 
get to know them. | then asked 
what they all thought of Christ, 
very bad question. While other 
counselors were listening to 
sweet lines like He is my joy, 
these girls were shouting aloud 
what a stupid question that was, 
how fake He is and how crazy | 
am. They informed they were 
only here because it was free - 
nothing else. 

| was quickly dismissed and 
went straight to bed feeling 
lousy. The next morning | got up 
early to talk to God about this 
new ‘surprise’ He had sprung on 
me. | realized there were only 2 
forks on this road; love or fight. 
He reminded me that | was not 
any better when | came to Him | 
but He loved me, any ways and it 
takes greater strength to do that. | 
~ Right then decided if | was the | 
only Jesus these girls were ever. 
going to see, | would do my part | 
as He gave me grace. | invested | 
everything in these girls. | talked | 


| 


to them, listened to them, sat. 
with them, ate with them, 
encouraged them, answered 


questions. The questions | could. | 
When | did not know, | said | did | 
not know and learnt a lot from | 
them in the process. | 
_ | was truly interested in their | 
lives and finally they laughed with — 
me and a wall came down! | 
At morning meetings, coun- 
selors shared devotions that were | 
full of questions on relationships — 
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and God, mine were full of 
immorality, broken families, and 
drugs. How much does God care 
if you are poor? and the biggest 


fear: “| cant accept Christ 
because my mom goes around, 
illicit brew is cooked in our 


house, my boyfriend gives me 
money for food and protection, 
from other hooligans in the 
neighborhood” and so many 
other mind boggling reasons. 

My motto for this week was 
Faith because if | was in their 
shoes | don’t know what choice | 
would make. Far too many 
things happened this week, this 
column is too small to tell them 
all but by the end of the week, all 
19 girls had given their lives to 
Christ. 

That Christmas one wrote an 
anonymous letter in broken 
English telling me what a 
difference Christ has made to 
them all. | had been on my 


a world without 


difference by ruth 
devries 


Imagine that we are all one 
color, and have the same color 
eyes. We have the same hair color, 
and we all wear the same clothes. 
On top of that, we always do the 
same thing in the same order. It isa 
pretty boring picture, isn’t it? Just 
bland . This is what Redeemer 
would look like if we weren't differ- 
ent shades of color, and didn’t think 
differently about certain things. 

Multiculturalism is one of 
the many qualities that Canada is 
known for. It is a blessing that God 
has given to us. However, | think that 
we take for granted the fact that we 
have diverse cultures even in Re- 
deemer. | notice that most of the 
time when | walk into a classroom 
full of students, that people tend to 


_ sit and interact with those who are 
_ of similar cultural background. That 


is not a wrong thing to do, but | think 
that if one gets into the pattern of 
solely spending time getting to 
know others that are very similar in 


cultural background, that some-. 


thing necessary is being over- 
looked. 

So, what is the cause of our 
tendency to constantly group with 
others who are similar to us? 
Maybe we enjoy and are comfort- 
able with pursuing friends who are 
similar in back ground, and do not 
think that we will be able to relate 
with those who are from different 
backgrounds. Or maybe it is be- 
cause we don’t want a challenge. 
In either case, both explanations are 
inadequate in determining those we 
choose as friends. These two expla- 
nations reveal insecurity in our own, 
God-given uniqueness, and a lack 
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of boldness and love in-our'lives. ~~ 


church youth committee for 3 
years and had never seen such a 
sincere openness, great accep- 
tance and fervent pursuit of the 
gospel, | always wondered why. 

This week | realized why - It 
was good news to them. The 
youth | dealt with were mostly 
comfortable but these girls saw 
nothing, had nothing, dealt 
nothing and were nothing but 
bad news. When Jesus pre- 
sented Himself they saw Him for 
what He was - Good News. The 
best news they had ever heard in 
life. 

Once again, lets take time to 
see ourselves for what we really 
are, inherently carnal, and as we 
draw nearer to Christmas lets see 
it for what it is; the birth of Good 
News. Jesus Christ is Good 
News, the best news this world 
has ever had. Happy Holidays to 
everyone! C 


There are two specific verses 
in the Bible which will help us to un- 
derstand that we can relate with any- 
body, and that God has already 
given us boldness to be able to do 
this. Colossians 3:11 says “Here 
there is no Greek or Jew, circum- 
cised or uncircumcised, Barbarian, 
Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is 
all, and is inall.” This verse tells us 
that we definitely can ‘relate to ev- 
eryone that we see. Christ is all of 
these, he is all nations and walks of 
life. Our goal is to let God trans- 
form our lives, and to live as Christ 
did. The more we cultivate our re- 
lationship with God, and the more 
we persevere to be like him, the 
better we will be able to inferact 
with others who are different from 
us. One similarity that we can auto- 
matically see is that we were all 
made in God's image. Too often we 
tend to focus on what makes us dif- 
ferent from others, rather than the 
similarities between us. : 

We have been given the 
boldness and the love to jump out 
of our “comfort zones” as well. 2 
Timothy 1:7 says “For God did 
not give us. a'spirit of timidity, but 
a spirit of power, of love and of 
self-discipline.” This is so amaz- 
ing, that God has already given 
us all that we need for the pur- 
pose of being like him in this 
area of our lives! 

So, next comes the chal- 
lenge. You have the spirit of 
power and love, so | know that 
you can accomplish this! This is 
your mission: In the next couple 
of days, be sure to go out of your 
way to talk with someone who 
you think is a challenge to talk 
with. Get to know someone who 
looks and probably acts differ- 
ently from you. You will not re- 


gret itl! 
Pel i J 
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Even months prior to its 
release, the film Dogma was 
the center of media attention. 
Dogma, film-maker Kevin 

(Clerks, Mallrats, Chasing Amy) 
Smith’s latest work, was well 
received at film festivals around 
the globe. However, its reception 
in the general populace was not 
as_ positive. The film was 
denounced by many Christian 
groups, predominantly Catho- 
lics, as being anti-God and anti- 
faith! “An attack on Christianity 


ewes , 


and God Himself.” Smith, by his 
own admission a devout Catho- 
lic, claims that he would never 
produce a film that attacks or 
offends God. 

So; what about Dogma? Does 
Smith cross a sacred line in his 
latest film? Are his critics correct 
to label this work as: blasphe- 


mous? Or is it, as Smith argues, # 


a, pro-God, pro-faith, even pro- 
Catholic film? 

Dogma is essentially the story of 
two fallen angels, banished to 
Wisconsin (that’s right, it’s worse 
than hell), attempting to re-enter 
heaven via a loophole in Catholic 
theology. Their success would 
prove God fallible and thereby 
end all existence. The basic plot 
of the film centres on the forces 
employed by heaven to stop these 
two angels. 

As the story develops, it is easy 
to understand the great public 
outcry against Dogma. The team 
assembled by heaven consists of 
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the last descendent of Jesus 
Christ, who works in an abortion 
clinic; two drug-dealing prophets 
(one of vulgar expression!), who 
every Kevin Smith fan will 
immediately recognize as Jay 
and Silent Bob; and Rufus (Chris 
Rock), the thirteenth apostle who 
was left out of the Bible because 
of his race. Perhaps Smith has 
employed too much “artistic 
freedom” in assembling _ this 
group, but to write off the entire 
film for what are essentially 


surface details is shortsighted 
and narrow minded. 

Dogma is a_ sophisticated 
examination of Christianity and 
Catholicism ~in - contemporary 
society. In contemporary society, 
non-believers view Christianity 
as archaic ‘and mythological. 
Within the film, the Catholic 
Church is promoting a “Catholi- 
cism Wow!” campaign to dispel 
contemporary notions about the 
church. Cardinal Glick, head of 
the campaign, says that people 
find the Bible hoeky. He offers the 
‘Buddy Christ’ as a replacement 
of the crucifix because, while it 
has’ been a_ time-honoured 
tradition in the Catholic faith, it is 
rather depressing. Our Saviour 
did not come to give us the 
willies. Matt Damon comments 
on the contemporary — under- 
standing of Christianity as a 
paternal figure billions of miles 
away that shakes his finger at us 
and threatens to spank us if we 


are bad. 

Alongside his analysis of 
general misunderstandings about 
Christianity, Smith offers a 
critique of the Church in 
contemporary society. He exam- 
ines the Catholic doctrine of the 
Church’s infallibility. The angels 
can re-enter heaven through a 
loophole in Catholic dogma. The 
angels argue early in the film that 
dogma is man-made and there- 
fore fallible. But, according to 
Catholic understanding, God is 
bound by the Church’s dogma 
because Jesus said to St. Peter, 
the first pope, “What you hold 
true on earth, | will hold true in 
heaven.” Therefore, dogmatic 
law is canonical law. The issue of 
the Church’s infallibility is raised 
with Cardinal Glick as well. 
Glick argues that the Holy Mother 
Church never makes a. mistake. 
He is forced to retract this when 
asked about the Church's con- 
duct during the Holocaust and its 
silence about slavery. 

Smith’s critique of the Church 
extends beyond the Catholics. 
Through Rufus Smith critiques 
the establishment of denomina- 


- tlons and church: division. The 


terminology Smith chooses is 
unfortunate, however his basic 
point is true. Rufus distinguishes 
between ‘idea’ and ‘belief’. | 
think more appropriate terminol- 
ogy would be ‘belief’ and 
‘dogma’. Rufus says that you can 
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because it leads to division. The 
inherent danger of dogma is its 
perceived immutability; people 
become willing to fight for it, even 
to death. 

The heart of Smith’s film is not 
its sophisticated analysis of the 
Church or society’s perceptions, 
but the spiritual journey that the 
audience takes with Bethany (the 
last descendant of Christ). The 
film takes us from Bethany’s 
unbelief; “| think God is dead”, 
for which she is labelled a typical 
Catholic, to her undeniable 
realization of God's existence 
and who He is. With each step on 
the journey, the layers that cover 
the heart of the Christian faith 
are peeled away. Denomina- 
tions and dogma are dispensed 
with. The film, and Bethany’s 
journey, culminates at the gates 
of heaven with an encounter with 
God Himself. 

In this final scene, we see a God 
who loves and forgives, a God 
who rejoices in His creation 
(there is a touching scene of God 
smelling flowers and doing a 
hand stand), and who desires a 
relationship with all His crea- 
tures. In this final scene, we see 
the true God who lies beyond our 
man-made denominational struc- 
tures and our dogmatic differ- 
ences. We see the true God who 
transcends these differences and 
desires an intimate relationship 
with each of us. 


change an idea, but people die 
for a belief. Jesus came with a 
good idea but people developed 
belief structures that have splin- 
tered the Church: 

Smith’s basic point is true, 
though his terminology contains 
to many connotations. The 
essence of his criticism is that we 
should have a basic belief, a 
heart conviction about the foun- 
dations of Christianity. © The 
development of dogma = and 
doctrine has generally’ been 
counter-productive to the Church 


| can’t imagine how a film 
such as Dogma, which helps 
us move beyond the miscon- 
ceptions of Christianity to see 
its true heart, cannot be pro- 
God. This film is pro-God 
and pro-faith, more than 
many churches where to be 
pro-God is to advocate their 
dogmatic understanding of 
Him and to be pro-faith is to 
accept beyond all doubt their 
confessional and doctrinal 
standards. But I'll let you 
decide. ¢ 


Ca 


- announcement 
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HOMOSEXUALITY AND THE CHRISTIAN’S RESPONSE: an open forum 


Homosexuality is not a 
topic that is often discussed 
publicly at Redeemer College, 
or one about which debate is 
easily resolved. There are as 
many opinions as questions, 

as many Bible verses as 
unresolved issues. On Monday, 
Nov. 22 at 9:15 pm, an open 
forum 
was _ held 
entitled 
Homo- 


sexuality 


and the Christian’s Response; 
the executive dining room was 


packed with students, staff and 


faculty. 
This gathering of people 
received, according to Prof. 


Wolters, a gift, a present in the 
form of one student’s public 
of his homo- 
sexual orientation and the ensu- 
ing opportunity openly to discuss 
this issue, 

Fred Schat, who opened the 
forum, said that its purpose was 
to come alongside those who are 
struggling with their sexuality; 
that we not buy into the 
homosexual lifestyle but that we 
support homosexual Christians, 
so they don’t go in the wrong 
direction. rab enninics 

Four panelists led the meet- 
ing: Prof Wolters began with the 
Biblical evidence against homo- 
sexual behavior; Prof. Van 
Weelden shared the story of her 
brother Jim who was _ gay-- 


Letter to the Editor 


introduced us to a person beyond 
the label of homosexual; Prof 
Clarke lent a_ psychological 
response using her five years as 
a Redeemer counselor to show 
that this is a very real and 
pertinent topic; and Carlos 
Nishimura, a fourth year Re- 
deemer student, gave us his 


personal story and struggles with 
being homosexual. Carlos is a 
deeply religious person who felt 
that he was wearing a crumbling 
mask when he was hiding his 
sexual orientation, and said he 


plans to take the energy he. 


needed to maintain that mask 
and channel it instead towards 
God. He felt that in keeping a 
falseness about himself, he was 
being false with God. 

For Redeemer College to 
have this forum was a large step 
in the right direction towards 
encouraging open discussion 
and honesty about topics that are 
too often closeted. In the 
Christian Reformed Church, and 
almost any denomination, ho- 
mosexuality is a red-button issue 
that will evoke strong opinions in 
any conversation. 

Strong statements have been 
made in the past against gay and 
lesbian relationships, and they 
continue to be a_ topic of 


Student Senate Secretary's Report 


There is a tension that has 
been growing within me between 
the rock of stewardship and the 
hard place of housing costs here 
at Redeemer. 


Since we've been forced to pay too much 


would be reminded of responsi- 
bility of these every time the bills 
come in. This provides a solid con- 
sumption cap. Wallets can’t take 
long showers and soup stock- 


[for housing], we are then free to spend 
_too much on food, heat, water... 


_ | have come to understand in 
the past three years here that, not 


___as individuals perhaps, but as a 


community we embody a hypoc- 
risy. One that boils our blood 
and empties our wallet at the 


same time. What am | talking 


about? 

Senate has recently taken on 
the task of dealing with the issue 
of food, water and hydro wast- 
age in the dorms. As a commu- 
nity, we think that food, heat and 
water are ‘paid for already’. We 
can consume and over-consume 
till our heart's content. 

In contrast, off campus you 
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piles. But the thing is, neither 
can we campus dwellers. We just 
seem to think we can. Why? 

The major misconception we 
operate under, with regard to 
food and heat wastage, is that 
housing costs are Not determined 
by students. We get this bill for 
$4000 or so at the beginning of 
the year, are told to pay it, and 
this ‘sets the tone’ for the year. 

Since we've been forced to pay 
too much, we are then free to 
spend too much on food, heat, 
or water. We complain that hous- 
ing costs are too high. These are 
the facts that boil our blood. This 


and»practice. 

According to Dr. Wolters, it is 
homosexual practice which is 
forbidden by Scripture. to 
distinguish orientation from prac- 
tice is a “very liberating distinc- 
tion,” he claimed. Prof. Cook 
made the comment that our 
brokenness can be seen in 


et ————— 

“Eor Redeemeer College to have this forum was a large StePsaid that 

in the right direction towards encouraging open daseuss ion: efor 
and honesty about topics that are too often closeted.” 


controversy today. Therefore it 
was not without some trepidation 
that this open forum was 
announced. The subject had to 
be approached carefully and 
discussed with discretion, in a 
manner more open-minded than 
historically the church has been 
known for. In that respect, | think 
the forum was a success; the 
prevalent response was under- 
standing and receptiveness. There 
were many people eager to ask 
questions and comment, either 
voicing support, thanking the 
panelists for their insight, or 
objecting to things that had been 
said. 

The nature/nurture debate 
was addressed: the question of 
whether one’s environment or 
genetic disposition has more 
influence on personality. The 
point was made several times 
that it is important to remember 
the distinction between homo- 
sexual attraction, orientation, 


is also the situation that empties 
our wallet. This is communal hy- 
pocrisy. 

“But it’s not my fault housing 
is so high.” Individually and im- 
mediately that is correct, but we 
are a community. It is not your 
fault, it’s our fault together: past, 
present and future. Its potentially 
our glory. We need not complain 
about what we can change, a 
challenge must be undertaken. 

This operative misconception 
over who guides the bottom line 
must be abolished, starting in our 
heads. We are the major deter- 
mining factor of housing costs. 

If you leave all your lights, tu- 
ition goes up. Buy forty bottles 
of salad dressing, tuition goes up. 
Leave front doors and bedroom 
windows open in November, tu- 
ition goes up. 

Complain about it next year 
when tuition does go up, hypoc- 
risy goes up. What to do? | call 
you, to challenge you to the im- 
plications of communal steward- 
ship on campus. 

Don’t leave your lights on. 


by angela reitsma 


heterosexual relationships as 
well, and this should “render us 
mute. ...we cannot cast the first 
stone.” Paul tells us we are chief 
among sinners; we should not be 
so quick to condemn the faults in 

others. 
Greg Bylsma, a student at 
Redeemer, raised a valid objec- 
tion. He 


of hatred, 
for fear of 
what has been done wrongly in 
the past, we are now ignoring the 
truth— that homosexuality is 
wrong.” The temptation, how- 
ever, is not the sin, as Janet 
Clarke pointed out. We still need 
to love, encourage, and support 
the people that have these 
struggles, but help them fight it. 
Others said that this was not the 
place to condemn, but to listen. 

The pendulum of indecision 
was referred to, in perhaps what 
was an example of that very 
thing. Regardless, the open 
forum was an opportunity for the 
issue of homosexuality, shown to 
be a very real one, to be explored 
in Christian love. Perhaps this is 
a chance for Christians to 
minister to the “homosexual 
community. We all need to 
search for solutions to challenges 
like these; even if beginning with 
something as small as attending 
an open forum. 


c 


Don’t complain about how hard 
that is to remember, just do it. 
Shut your door when you leave; 
you can pull out your key now or 
a dollar next year, your choice. 
Encourage stewardship in others 
now.Be consistent. Don’t waste 
and complain. 

If you have a decent com- 
plaint, talk to Student Senate. 
You elect us for this. Let's fight 
the system by winning the 
battle that begins and ends 
with our obedience to the 
mandate of God to take care 
of our world. Ask Him for help 
if you think it’s not too small 
or dumb to ask. God is inter- 
ested in restoring creation, 
here among men. Stewardship 
is the rock, but housing and 
its cost do not have to be such 
a hard place. 


Dan Van Minnen, 
Secretary, Student 
Senate 
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“I'm losing my. mind...excuse 
me!” Benita Wolters 


“Do you realize that when you 
run into a breeze, you are 
technically passing wind?” Shane 
Pennells 


“Gregorian Chant then devel- 
oped into parallel orgasm” Dr. 
C. Teeuwsen 


“And Rachel, could you not lick 
my toes in the morning any- 
more? | mean, do they taste like 
strawberries or something?” 
Kirsten Fowler in ref. to Rachel 
Weverink 


“She sheds her clothes like 
leaves” Faith Hicks in reference 
to Queen Amadala (What do you 
mean you haven’t seen Star Wars 
Episode | yet?) 


“| don’t mean to be funny 
looking...honest!!” Kirsten Fowler 


“Oh, this is going slow.” Dr. C. 
Teeuwsen (In choir practice) 


“Is it possible for your eyeball to 
fog up?” Pamela Beeksma 


“Guys. |. don’t appreciate you 
supporting Rachel in making fun 
of my beeping noise” Ria Vis 
sex...in a marital 
Joshua Theissen 


“| want 
context!” 
“Just as long as it doesn't make a 
sound when you run over it, 
you're okay.” Andre Sparkes 


"This is such a good lunch. |’m 
going to pray for this.” Leane 
Leyenhorst 


“Great poems are always by 
anonymous authors. Those who 
suck put their names on it..../’m 
sorry if I’m offending 
anyone...well, not really.” Church 
in the Box speaker (October 17) 


Brett Dewing: “There’s definately 
modernity and postmodernity in 
this play.” 

Erin Goheen: “| thought that was 
just my father talking.” 


“You don't need a girlfriend 


randall elzinga * 


the final 


of the millennium 


when you've got legs like these” 
Dan Dopko (who had just shaven 
his legs) 


“I can’t believe that | actually have 
to tell people that I’m humble” 
Neil Houtman 


Anita Brinkman: “If you were to 
cross-dress, what would you 
weareé” 

Jerome Vos: “A mini-skirt. | think 
| have the legs for it. I’d wear a 
halter top too, but only if | got a 


belly button ring. You can’t wear 


a halter top without a belly button 
ring.” 


“This is worth a lot of money... | 
mean marks.” Corrina Baljeu 


“Come on and join singles 
anonymous. I’m the president!” 
Beth Luchies 


“You wouldn’‘t want to see me in 
a baseball field. It would not be a 
pretty sight.” Dr..D.Koyzis 


“You will get a doctorate and get 
the letters ‘Ph.d’ attached with 
your name and people will be 
impressed by that....well, maybe 
not...” Dr. D. Koyzis 


“That's not fair, Mark, you got a 
bigger one!” Heard in the men’s 
washroom (in reference to stall 
size) 


“Wearing no underwear was 
DEFINITELY a good idea today” 
Jason Kooy 


My roommete clircets cll the wrorg 
guys. She's stillreclly rice to them 


Dear Cassius: 


Are you still working on the Y zero K problem? T 
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his 


change from BC to AD is giving us a lot of headaches and 
we haven’ t much time left. I don’t know how people will 
cope with working the wrong way around. Having been 
working happily downwards forever, now we have to start 
thinking upwards. You would think that someone would 
have thought of it earlier and not left it to us to sort 
it all out at the last minute. 

I spoke to Caesar the other evening. He was livid that 
Julius hadn’t done something about it when he was 


sorting out the calendar. 


He said he could see why 


Brutus turned nasty. We called in Consultus, but he 
simply said that continuing downwards using minus BC 
won’t work and as usual charged a fortune for doing 
nothing useful. Surely we will not have to throw out all 
our hardware and start again? Macrohard will make yet 
another fortune out of this I suppose. 

The money lenders are paranoid of course! They have been 
told that all usury rates will invert and they will have 
to pay their clients to take out loans. 


Tt is an ail wnat <".-. 


As for myself, I just can’t see the sand in an hourglass 
flowing upwards. We have heard that there are three wise 
men in the East who have been working on the problem, 
but unfortunately they won’t arrive until it’s all 


Over. 


I have heard that there are plans to stable all horses 
at midnight at the turn of the year as there are fears 
that they will stop and try to run backwards, causing 
immense damage to chariots and possible loss of life. 
Some say the world will cease to exist at the moment of 
transition. Anyway, we are still continuing to work on 
this blasted Y zero K problem. TI will send a parchment 


Plutonius 


“| distinctly remember forgetting 
something” Corrina Baljeu 


“Guys. sweat even when they just 
watch me dance.” Karina Curry 


“I'm not a very good Baptist 
cause | say sh*t too much.” Kim 
Moesker 

“I’m a good CRC cause | say sh*t 
all the time.” Julie Stapper (CRC 
people do that?) 


I gress we cil hove 
our breckirg 


| to you if anything further develops, 


et inkl 


“lama butch. Call me Captain 
Butch.” Emily Camiré 


“Reading ‘Finnegan’s Wake’ is 
like reading Shakespeare on 
speed.” Dr. D. Loney 


“| intensely dislike that stupid little 
girl!” Prof. H. Cook referring to 
Anne of Green Gables 


“This is what you get!” Clarene 
Mountjo G 


So wher the chers 
ccme to Redeetner. 
I expected her todo 
whel she clwcys does: 
Scy she's rotirterest 
ed ir c relctior Ship. 


but be reclly rice 


‘Font Management 
yey by Faith H. 
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